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Gathering 
The minister greets the people and says 
Aleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Words of Introduction 
Warm greetings to all of you joining this service from 

across the 42 countries of the diocese in Europe, 

wherever you are and whatever your circumstances.  

This is an Easter Sunday like none other. For 

the first time in centuries, Christians do not have use 

of our churches for public worship. Like the first 

century Christians, we are gathering instead in our 

homes. So I am broadcasting this service to you from 

my home. There is only Helen and me here, but other 

members of our family are contributing to this service 

from their own homes in different parts of the world. 

Like many of us, our family feels the pain of physical 

separation this Easter. We feel a sense of exile. But we 

can join together virtually through modern technology.    

This year, we cannot share physically in the 

Eucharist. I am fasting from Holy Communion along 

with all our lay people and many of our clergy. I very 

much hope many of us will be able to take our Easter 

communion later in the Easter season.  

Today we gather virtually and in spirit to 

celebrate in word and song the good news of Easter. 

We can reflect that even in the hardest of times there 

is hope. Many of us are discovering a renewed delight 

in the simple things of life and a new sense of gratitude 
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for the blessings of this life. Likewise, I hope in this act 

of worship, we can discover afresh the risen Lord, and 

find in his spiritual presence new resources to 

strengthen us in these difficult times.  

Some of you will have been able to download 

and print a service order for today. For others, let me 

tell you that our service is in four parts: Introduction, 

Ministry of the Word, the Prayers and the Dismissal. 

We will try to help you participate as best we can.  

 

Opening Prayer 
All   Faithful one, whose word is life: 

come with saving power 

to free our praise, 

inspire our prayer 

and shape our lives 

for the kingdom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Jesus	Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

But the pain which He endured, Alleluia! 



 

3

Our salvation hath procured, Alleluia! 

Now above the sky He's king, Alleluia! 

Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 

Praise Him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

Charles Wesley 1707-88 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
In baptism we died with Christ, 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 

we might walk in newness of life.  

Let us receive new life in him 

as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Like the disciples behind locked doors,  

we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.  

 

Like Thomas in the upper room,  

we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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Collect Prayer for Easter Sunday 
Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity.  

Amen.  

 

Liturgy of the Word 

New Testament Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
After the reading 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 118:1-2 and 14-24 
 

Hymn: Now the Green Blade Rises 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many years has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.  

 

In the grave they laid Him, Love Whom we had slain, 

Thinking that never he would wake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.  

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

He that for three days in the grave had lain; 

Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.  
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When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

Thy touch can call us back to life again; 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

John Macleod Campbell Crum 
© Words: 1928 Oxford University Press 
Used by permission CCLI Licence No. 530031 
 

Gospel Reading John 20:1-18 
At the end 

This is the gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

		

Address: The Colour of Easter 

 

Affirmation of Faith  

Let us declare our faith 

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn: In Christ Alone 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
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Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! – who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save: 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied – 

For every sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain: 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine – 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck me from His hand: 

Till He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Small Stone Media) 
Used by permission CCLI Licence No. 530031 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
This response may be used 

Jesus, Lord of life: 

All   in your mercy, hear us. 

	
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us 

pray as our Saviour taught us 

All   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
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your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen.  

	
Dismissal 

	

Concluding Words of Praise 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

God has claimed us as his own. 

All   He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

	
Hymn: Thine be the Glory 
Thine be the glory, 

Risen, conqu'ring Son; 

Endless is the victory, 

Thou o'er death hast won; 

Angels in bright raiment 

Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave clothes 

Where Thy body lay. 

Thine be the glory, 

Risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory, 
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Thou o'er death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, 

Risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly He greets us, 

Scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the church with gladness, 

Hymns of triumph sing; 

For her Lord now liveth, 

Death hath lost its sting. 

Thine be the glory,… 

No more we doubt Thee, 

Glorious Prince of life; 

Life is naught without Thee; 

Aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors, 

Through Thy deathless love: 

Bring us safe through Jordan 

To Thy home above. 

Thine be the glory,… 

 

A Toi la gloire Edmond Budry (1854-1932). 

 
 

Blessing 
The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing… 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
Postlude: Chorus from Judas Maccabaeus 
G.F. Handel arranged by M. Moszkowski for 
piano. 
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